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T this important moment, 
when our once Houriſhing 


ME empire is ſhaken to it's baſis, 
when that blaze of glory gur ancef- 


tors purchaſed with their lives ang 
fo rtynes, fades before our eyes - when 

thoſe laws their wiſdom framed, : | 
their reſolution eſtabliſhed, are daily 
infrin ged, and this happy conftitution 


ſeems in danger of 705 11 bo ars | 


erigd, it is the Sai 0 S 


1808 
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man, in whatever ſituation of life he 
is placed, to exert his utmoſt efforts | 
to avert the impending ruin; and ſuch 
was the excellent policy of our leigiſ- 
lators, that there is ſcarcely a ſub- 
ject in this country, however obſcure 
ar inſignificant, as not in ſome de- 
orec to poſſeſs the means of ſtemming 
the torrent of oppreſſion, and oppo- 


ſing a barrier to the encroachments of 
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| . is not to the great, 7 rich, . 

| ambitious, 1 addreſs myſelf, but to the 
free and. independent voters of Eng- 
| land; to men, who have ſenſe to com- 
| | prehend, who have hearts to feel, and 
4 ſpirit to reſent the wrongs eben haue 


| ſuſtained. „gal 
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The decifive od e when 
England's s genius. muſt ſhake off the | 
| ſetters 


1 11, 


fetters of corruption, or tamely bend #5 
beneath the yoke of ſlavery ; you may 

yet command the fate of your country 1 
you may once more ſee her the won- 

der and admiration of the world; you 

may ſee her regain that dazzling 
height of glory, which twenty years 
ago ſhe was. poſſeſſed of, when her 
flag flew triumphant in every port, 
when every gale brought the wealth of 
other nations to her ſhores, and con- 
| queſt and commerce joined to bleſs a 
free and happy NS. 


9 * ge —__ we bones Bad to ſee 
our foreign poſſeſſions diminiſhed, our 
finances exhauſted, our trade decayed, 

our credit loſt, our landed property 
ſunk one fourth in value, every coun- 
ty goal crowded with induſtrious far- 
mers, - and- ence repu table tradeſmen 1 
and every ſubject groaning beneath the 
preſſure 
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md; : 102 . 
| pri eſſu re of taxes he cannot pay—thefe | 
| are the effects of s a five. years war, be- q 


nd Frokecmed e 


gun with un juſtice, a 
with cruelty. 


a, 


IP with not 1 dell t up 611 the pad 1 
ful retro] ect; I with 5 to aggravate | 
your nafortites; ; but if, by a ſtrict 
adherence to trütk, ov with that 
candour whi ch belongs to independeti« 
cy, can engage your attention, my . 
purpoſe will be Tory anſwered, 


I have already faid, your fate is in 
your hands ; the approaching general 
election muſt decide it; tis then, that 
cvery miniſterial hireling will be ſent 

forth to you ; fraught with fair pro- 
miſes, profeſimg patriotie prifciples, 
with his purſe loaded from the public 


trcafure, armed with every paltry art, 


| E 71 
he wilt "expoſe the bale to your 
_ ſeveral neveffities 5 ' which, however 
pleafing to the eye, however grateful 
to the taſte; will eonteat' a poifon for 
which no antidote can he found. 


Reflect for a moment on the in- 
tegrity of your anceſtors ; follow their 
falr exumple, and tranſmit it unſſia- 
ken to Fottr poſterity; teje the bon- 
dage of cortuption, ant ſpurn the _ 
temporary Advartage, which cannot 
fail to add ee 2 miſeries to each 


3 your 


1 thofe, b feel di 
and diſintereſted ſpirit, have fhewn 
their zeal for the true intereſts of their 
country, again receive the truſt they 
have deſerved ; nor let private charac- 
ter be dltegerded in the choice of 
your 


— 


N 
your repreſentatives: the man who 
{quanders his Own patrimony, ; will be | 
regardleſs of yours; having bought 
your votes, he thinks 5 wo a right 


to ſel] his own. 


Aſeat in Parliament is eſtimated 
at acopk the purchaſer pays it chear- 
fully, becauſe it gives him a right to 
aſk a place; the miniſter admits his 

claim, becauſe it gives him the power 
| of en his ſupport. 5 


7 bus is a regular ys eſtabliſh. 
ed; and your lives, your liberties and 
properties, are bargained for and diſ- 
poſed of, at the will of a ſelf-intereſt- 
ol and ambitious ſtateſman, 


| Examine he lt is the Houſe of 
Commons, Ki we to affirm, 
one 


prove a legal qualification: Numbers 
have not a foot of land in or near tlie 


to his poſterity the patern 


ee his anceſtors, With the 
ſtill 


b 7 1 


one third of it's members canfet 


place they repreſent: their names 
were unknown to their conſtituents, 
till they returned them as the men ii 
whom they placed an unbounded con- 
fidence ; as the guardians of chen 
We intereſts. 
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13 it in reaſon, is it in nature to 


ſuppoſe, that thoſe who have nothing 4 


to riſk 1 in the general ruin of the 1 na- 


tion, will be as zealous to defend i it's 
rights, as perſons Who, baving them 


ſelves a large ſtake to loſe; join to tile 
love every Engliſhman feels for his 
country, the powerful motives of ſelf - 
advantage; and who wiſhes to leave 
ernal ſeat hei re- 


CE 
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All more valuable ipheritance: of that 


freedoms which LOW: 1 Wen 
greateſt Ban. i510 300 


Jay 3 in Eashedf kan n boaſt 
af men of independent fortunes, of 


ſound e and W prin- 


ciples. 


When ſuch as theſe 1 . 
vices, accept them with gratitude : if 
diſtidence of ſugcels induges chem o 
cultivate their Mrtues in the ſhade of 
retirement, call for their aſſiſtance. 
The approving voice of a free wa | 
is too r to be reſiſted. : 


Happy, happy. times! when n 
alone decided the choice of the clec- 


tors; and when, inſtead af. {cling 
_ * they chearſully lupparted 


the 


{ 9. 90. 
the, £ FARE? of their pon 
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Wi he 1 1 feel, when I reflect | 
what my country was, checks the 


e preſent ſituation awakes. 


N the motives I have already 


a in favot of confining your 
choice to thoſe with whoſe private and 
public characters you are perſonally 
acquainted, another of ſome weightt 
may be added We all create to ours 
ſelves a little world out of the im- 
mediate cirele in which we live, and 
that vanity which is implanted in 


every breaſt, teaches us to be anxi« 
ous about what that world will think, 


and ſay of” us and our actions. 1705 


* 


'To FAR moan * never ſees nor 


holds any intercourſe with his con- 
EVE. — 0 ſtituents, 
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m tenth, from tlie continent 
to the diſſolution of the parliament, 
their opinion of his PRO is of lit- 
tle e Wot 


Ml 


If — are 3 a es late 
dreds ſilences their reproaches and 
nes his re-elettion. 


Bur by 15 e amongſt 
tim, who. converſes with. them at 
every, public meeting, and whoſe 
private concerns are interm ixed with 
theirs, the ſneer of contempt, or the 


frown of diſapprohation mult be felt; 


while on the other hand, the gene- 
rous glo of ſatisfaction, that ariſes 
from. well deferved applauſe, will be 
heightened, when it is received from 


thoe he honours and eſteems. 
It 


It is fram the wiſe, he united, 
the Ready, yet ſpirited e efforts of an 
uncorrupt parliament, we rpuſt ex- 
pect a redreſs of our wrongs; that a- 
lone can check the unduę influence 
of the crown, and curb the monſter 
prerogative, whoſe: inſatiable maw is 
ever open to devour | the rights of 
the People. 


-Let it not here be appel that 
I mean to imply the leaſt diſte- 
ſpect to the ſacred perſon of Ma- 
jeſty; I would throw a veil, I can- 
not ſay over it's ſplendour, 1 grieve 
to fay over it's errors; errors which 
the weak and ad policy of 
thoſe who have enjoy ed the conh- 
dence of our Sover Fign, , have labour- 
ed to confirm, 985 


= 
* . 7 * 
93 % 
„ 


— 


14.7 
| When he aſcended the throne, no 
prince ever poſſeſſed ſo great a me 


of popularity. 


Gratitude to the illuſtrious line 
from which he ſprang, the natural 
affection of the people for a king 
born a Briton, made his very name 
adored . 


People of all parties, all deſcrip- 
tions, crowded the palace; and pro- 
ſperity of every kind marked the be- 
ginning of a reign which promiſed to 
be the moſt glorious recorded | in Eng- 
—_ annals, 


low ill that promiſe bas Kin kept, 
thoſe annals will hereafter ſhew. We 
feel it but too ſenſibly. 


_ 


„ remove "El the royal preſcnce, 


all 


[13 I 


all thoſe whoſe known abilities, and 


long experience might have given | 
weight to their councils, was the firſt 
ſtep of a ſet of men, jealous of power, 


and reſalved to engroſs it to enn 


T Wy ſowed - diviſions between 
thoſe united by the ties of blood 
and friendſhip; they taught the king 
to be jealous of his people in gene- 


ral, to reject their petitions, to be 


geaf to their remonſtrances, when di- 


rected to the moſt important objects, 


and couched in the moſt reſpectful 


terms; they branded them with the 
opprobrious names of Factions and 


Seditions. And we have little reaſon 


to expect that thoſe lately preſented to 


A 


the Houſe of Commons, will be fuf- 


fered to meet with a better fate, when 
we e {ee a L Young nobleman, high | 
in 


* 323 IE Ie 2% * m | 
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| [ 145 45 1 
in fityation and abilities, marked as 


the object of the full (though infig- 


nificant vengeance) of an enraged 
n 


The Marquis of Carmarthen, as 


Lord Lieutenant of the Eaſt Riding, 
gaye his ſanction to a meeting at 


Vork, called at the requeſt of all 


ranks of people, fave placemen and 


| the late ſub-governor ; he liſtened to 
the dictates of his conſcience; : and 


refuſed to ſacrifice his 1 integrity to his 
intereſt 


ü "He ns his office as Chamber- 
ain to the Queen, and was foon af: 


ter diſmiſſed from the lord lieute- 


nancy of the county; an almoſt un- 


precedented diſgrace, & moſt ſevere 


one in the eyes of the court, a diſtin- * 
guiſhed honor in thak of the people, 


Long 


{64 Þ | 

tba may the noble Lortl erhoy 
as ſatisfaction he deſerves from dhe 
rectitude of his oondukt, and, to ufe 
is own words, laugh, at the ' folly 
ofthe meafure, and feel * — as 


. LODI f13- 28 


White the wc in 1 foe fo 

relief, every meaſure that mightpro= 
cure it is overruled, and there xi lc 
doubt, that Mr. Burke's plan will 
be treated in the Houſe of Commons 
as Lord Shelburne's motion as in the 
Houſeof Lords. The Miniſtry tell you 
they had upon chat queſtion a mh 
AR to one; an apparent o 

IIgrant they had; but let any man, 
Poſſeſſing the clear uſe of lis re 
uninfluenced by future hope, ani a8 | 
brafled by preſent advantaga, can 
didly examine of whom that 2 
Ty conſiſted. | 
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Let hind ſubſtract from it thoſe 
este of places, or receiving penſi- 


ons, the time · ſerving Scots, the aſpiring 
Prelates, and, above all, the proxies 


of peers, many of whom are even out 
of the kingdom, and conſequently 
unable to judge of it's ſituation, and 
he will find this boaſted majority fink 
to a ene too D ſor 


notice. 


21h 1 OREN wiſh to write with cool- 
neſs and moderation; I flatter. myſelf 


, 
' 
I: 3 


I have not dẽparted ſrom it; but 

there ate truths which carry convic- 
tion with them, and will be heard, 
except by thoſe whoſe ears are ſtop- 
«ped by prejudice or intereſt; 3 yet even | 


of them 1 will aſk, whether they can 


alledge one ſolid reaſon for rtjecting a 
. ſo evidently. calc Wakes to re- 
Dine triev e 


7 1 


triebe (i yet retrievable) the proſpe= 
rity of this country?—they cannot an- 
{wer ; they may quibble at the mode, 
but 72 dare not op the neceſſity 
of the meaſure. 


AS 


| Without foreign allies, - without 
unanimity at home, we are engaged 
in 4 war with three powers, each 
equal, if not ſuperior, to our own, 
burthened with taxes exceeding all 
| precedent ; 3 we are told new ones 
| muſt be levied; we muſt proſecute 
the war in which ſo much of our beſt 
blood has been, already ſpilt. 3 


5 Per this the labourer muſt ws 
bread to his children; he muſt drink 
water, or refuſe them clothes; the 


farmer muſt ſelb his ſtock, or ſink to 
daily labour'; every ſubje& who does 
FE D | Not 


F 18 } 
not enjoy the partial favour of mini- 
fry, 1 muſt ſhare | in the general ruin. 


8 — 


They will tell you, we bare many 


_ reſources left; T ask, What are they? 


Is there, I peak not of luxuries, they 
are the proper objefts of taxation; 


but i is there a ſingle neceſſary of life 


for which we do not pay almoſt dou- 
ble i it's value. 


But why ould I enter into a 18 


tail of what every one feels; it is the 
remedy. not the evil that claims our 


attention, and ſurely ar more juſt or a 


more adequate one cannot be pro- 


poſed than that contained in the plan | 


x now under the conſideration of the 


Houſe of Commons. y 


— 


May it receive. their ſanQion, and 
* the venal tribe, who doubtleſs 
TG 


4 1 190 1 
ll 0 ppdle it, fall a Ker at the 


Thrine of jultice ind national honour. 


SS Ef 1 


Thoſe wretches who have deluded 
their Sovereign, and who probably 

would be. the firſt to deſert him i in 
the hour of danger, at the pulillani- 
mous call of perſonal ſaſery, or at 
the ſtill more powerful one of | pri- 
vate intereſt. 


They atready have the + indie 
Us declare the 2 is his dW mi- 
niſter, they act but * his 6rders, 
—dangerous dogrines! | 


When ths dire&ins and the re- 
f$obfible ſtrustieris are blended to- 

Liher, What: means bf redreſs can 
we lob to, bit ſöch as muff make 
. friend to his Ring and coun- 
try, ſhudder to think of: but J have 


joined fifinits,” which it ſeems the 
muy 6f che times to diſunite, as if 
loyalty 


1 2) 
loyalty to the ſovereign, and zeal 
for the conſtitution, were become in- 
| Commer | 


225," hat WY” the venerable ſhade 
of Chatham ſay to this idea would 
to Heaven! his voice from the tomb 

could reach the royal ear, and per- 
ſuade the King, while it is yet time, 
that the affection of the people is 
the ſafeguard of the throne, and can 
alone form that bulk wark which no 
. enemies can oven ro. 


How low are we fallen when a 
miniſter dares to boaſt of ſucceſſes, 
which like the creeping ivy at the | 
ſoot of the lofty oak, would have 
been overlooked in happier days ? to 

AO fucgeſſes amount? 


Atte fraining every nerve, We 


hav made the enormous capture of a 


iew 


_ 
few ſhips ; we have taken one unim- 
portant fort, have gallantly defended 
Savannah, and have gained the very 
valuable iſland of St. Lucia, which 
from-it's unhealthy fitugtion, is be- 
come. the burial place of . of 
ann eounn⁰h | : 


| Theſe 3 1 pr 1 
ideal advantages, are held forth to en- 


courage us to proſecute à war our 
reaſon diſapproves. | 


Like eee by 
a trifling gain, and deluded by the 
hope of future fortune, they ſacri- 
ce their country to the turns of 
chance ; like gameſters too, each 
man fears * ee an 


The in miniſtry, 1 up of 
all paitica, ROTTEN with each 
ht other, 


_— — — . 
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as, as the peop! ple are with all EE 
them; : mutual ear 18 their med bond 


of union. 


What d . e opeta-" 


boss He 66 take plaee, it is par 


in my power to point dt; the preced- 
ing ſyſtem has been obnoxious; the 


| preſent is fuinous; ſhould it be purſu- 
ed, even a ſhot time longef, the de- 


Reaction of this Eottfitry is inevitable. 


It was almoſt a miracle that ſaved 
us laft ſummer, when the feuer de lys 
mfulted the Britiſh lion in fight 
ef our on coaſts, notwithſtanding 15 
the boaſted vigilance of the firſt Lord 
of the Admiralty, who has fo repeat- 
edly aſſured us, that any man im his 


department, who did not take care to 


provide 4 naval force equal to the uni- 5 


teck flects of Francs and Spain, defery= | 


et ts looſe his head. 


In 


4 'S | 

In this. one inſtance his Lerdſhig 
ſpake truth, in this cue inftane his 
opinion agrees with thoſe of honeſt 
men; yet tho condemned by his 
own voice and that of thi Bar 
tion, we ſtill ſee him baking wy, 


the ſun- ſhine of 1 * favour. 


= Whilſ our und approved officers 
refuſe to ſerve under the man they 

cannot truſt, or to have their welb 
earned laurels blaſted by the breath of 
envy, we cannot hope for. a. change 
of meaſures without a change of men. 
Unconnedted:with the leaders of either 
party, I only: wiſh to ſee power in the 
hands of thoſe who will make the beſt: 
uſe of it; and I rejoice to. think, that 

the members of the preſent oppoſition 
| have ſo far pledged themſelves to ſup- 
port a Oe 5 * oppoſite to- 


e 
* 


1 4 1 
the preſent, that, ſhould the too com- 
mon inftabifity of human nature here- 
after operate upon the minds of any of 
them, they cannot recede, without 
forfeiting that honour which their paſt 


conduct has ſo juſtly acquired. 


It has been the ſtudy of e to 


repreſent the minority as a ſet of 
needy men, eager to get into office 


that they might ſhare the power and 
emoluments they could ill brook to 


fſeei in the poſſeſſion of others, 


To refute the firſt part of this ac- 
cuſation, it is only neceſſary to. read 
the names of thoſe who have voted in 
either houſe: To anſwer the ſecond, 
Fneed only ſay, that the men, who are 
defirous of reftraining power within 


it's due limits, prove that they will 


make a juſt uſe of what may remain. 
But 


T1 


But I have already treſpaſſed too 
long upon your patience ; abler pens 
have tried to awaken ye from that 
lethargy in which for ſome years ye 
have ſeemed plunged : it may be pre- 
ſumptuous in me to ſuppoſe my feeble 
voice will be heard in the chorus of a 
nation that calls aloud for redreſs, but 
many have entered into learned diſqui- 
ſitions, better calculated for the peru - 
ſal of the members, than for their 
conſtituents : others have publiſhed 
their thoughts in too expenſive a man- 
ner for them to be largely circulated, 


0 not write for fame, I have 
avoided the firſt; as I do not write for 
profit, I will avoid the ſecond; but J 


ſtall not think my time thrown away, 


if theſe pages ſhould induce one ho- 
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neſt voter, * his ſituation may 
be, to aſſiſt as far as he is able in 
promoting a legal and conſtitutional 
reform, by giving his vote at the ap- 

proaching general election, to ſuch 
only as have courage, virtue and ho- 
nour enough to ſtand forth i in defence 
of the liberties of their country. 
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